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	Your File:
	 

	January 14, 2000
	Our File:
	77900-01 


 
Bulkley TSA Licensees

	Re:
	Watershed Assessments in the Bulkley TSA  


The District Manager for the Bulkley/Cassiar Forest District and the Regional Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Manager for the Skeena Region have reviewed the recommendations made by the Bulkley TSA watershed assessment panel for watershed assessments in the Bulkley TSA.  We concur with the panel’s assessment and, therefore, as per the Operational Planning Regulation (OPR), section 14, subsection 1, require that forest development plans be consistent with the results and recommendations of a watershed assessment (as per OPR(18)y) for the following watersheds:

  
Table 1.  Community Watersheds

	Landscape Unit
	Watershed

	Reiseter
	Canyon

	Corya
	Corya

John Brown


Table 2. Watersheds with significant downstream fisheries values or licensed domestic water users and significant watershed sensitivity

	Landscape Unit
	Watershed

	Babine
	Boucher

Nilkitkwa Lake


	Torkelson
	West Babine (9-mile and 5-mile only)

	Reiseter
	Gramaphone Creek

	Trout Creek
	Toboggan

	Telkwa
	Jonas

Cumming


Table 3.  Watersheds for which the district manager determines an assessment is necessary

	Landscape Unit
	Watershed

	Chapman
	Fulton1


For the watersheds identified in tables 2 and 3, we require that the watershed assessments be completed in time so as to be considered in development plans submitted in 2002.    We expect that the watershed assessment will be completed according to the recommendations of a forest hydrologist.  In some cases this may mean an abbreviated assessment that provides guidance for forest development plans and in other cases the assessment will follow the watershed assessment guidebook.

The following watersheds do not currently require an assessment based on the harvest history to date.  However, because of significant fishery values, the following watersheds will require assessments in the future.

Table 4.  Watersheds requiring future assessments

	Landscape Unit
	Watershed
	Assessment Trigger


	Babine
	Nichyeskwa
	15%

	Blunt
	Blunt
	15%

	Deep Creek
	Deep Creek
	10%

	Copper
	Coal Creek

Hankin
	15%

15%

	Telkwa
	Pine

Winfield

Sinclair

Goathorn

Arnett
	10%

15%

15%

15%

15%


To monitor the watersheds in Table 4., we require that forest development plans submitted with harvesting proposed in these watersheds report the area logged by watershed to the end of the plan.  District staff will assume responsibility in tracking these watersheds and the District Manager will notify the licensee(s) when these triggers are reached.  As with those watersheds where an assessment is currently required, a forest hydrologist may recommend an abbreviated assessment once an assessment is directed by the District Manager.

Recognizing that new information and procedures will be available in the future, the watershed assessment recommendations completed by the watershed assessment panel will be reviewed within seven years from the effective date of this letter.

Attached is a summary of recommendations made by the watershed assessment panel and a map outlining the areas.  If you have any questions or require guidance regarding watershed boundaries, please contact James Cuell, FES Bulkley/Cassiar Forest District at 847-6300.

Sincerely,   [ORIGINAL SIGNED]
 
	Reid White

Fish, Wildlife, Habitat Manager

Skeena Region
	
	Barry Smith

District Manager

Bulkley/Cassiar Forest District


 

  
cc:
Watershed Assessment Panel

Dave Wilford - MoF, Smithers

Eero Karanka - DFO, Smithers

Terry Turnbull, DFO, Smithers (retired)

Mark Beere - BCE, Smithers

Bob Mitchell - MoF, Bulkley


Brian Fuhr - BCE, Smithers

Attachment:  Watershed Assessment Recommendations

Table 1.  Watershed Assessment Recommendations
	Landscape Unit
	Watershed Group
	Total Area
	% Operable
	% <25 yrs
	Fish Value
	Hydrologic Features
	Natural Hazards
	Comments
	WAP Recommendation

	BABINE RIVER
	Babine
	30475
	68%
	11%
	H

	Flat
	
	
	None

	BABINE RIVER
	Boucher
	14155
	45%
	15%
	H
	Wetland
	HTSIH

	key producer of Babine River steelhead
	WAP

	BABINE RIVER
	Lower Nilkitkwa
	37673
	49%
	13%
	
	
	HTSIH
	
	None

	BABINE RIVER
	Nichyeskwa
	22624
	50%
	5%
	H
	
	
	harvest numbers do not reflect Kispiox.  WAP would provide good harvest direction.  Kispiox and Bulkley work together
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	BABINE RIVER
	Nilkitkwa Lake
	16051
	70%
	17%
	H
	Flat
	
	Nilkitkwa Lake very productive
	WAP (based on individual watersheds within the unit)

	BLUNT
	Blunt
	19776
	54%
	8%
	H
	
	
	concentration of planned logging
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	BLUNT
	Upper Harold Price
	15778
	39%
	19%
	
	Wetland
	
	
	None

	BULKLEY
	Bulkley
	66795
	29%
	10%
	H
	
	
	Valley Bottom
	Not reviewed

	CHAPMAN
	Fulton
	26090
	60%
	25%
	
	
	
	Fishery values in Chapman and Fulton Lakes
	WAP based on individual tribs (select watersheds of concern)

	CHAPMAN
	McKendrick
	14809
	43%
	20%
	
	Flat
	
	
	None

	COPPER
	Caribou
	3193
	31%
	1%
	
	Mtn
	
	
	None

	COPPER
	Copper
	23859
	53%
	7%
	H
	
	
	Valley Bottom/wetlands
	None

	COPPER
	Hankin
	12280
	58%
	11%
	H
	Lakes
	
	needs to broken down to individual watersheds
	Coal Ck and Hankin - WAP @ <25 yrs >15%

	COPPER
	Lee
	6688
	18%
	1%
	
	Mtn
	
	
	None

	COPPER
	Mulwain
	20780
	30%
	1%
	
	Mtn
	HTSIH
	
	None

	COPPER
	Serb
	16318
	20%
	1%
	H
	Wetland
	HTSIH
	sign. steelhead producer
	None

	COPPER
	Silvern
	9889
	16%
	4%
	H
	Mtn
	
	
	None

	CORYA
	Boulder
	6134
	20%
	2%
	
	Mtn
	
	
	None

	CORYA
	Corya
	8739
	22%
	12%
	
	Mtn
	
	Community Watershed
	WAP

	CORYA
	John Brown
	7888
	29%
	2%
	H
	Mtn
	
	Community Watershed
	WAP

	DEEP CREEK
	Deep Creek
	19477
	28%
	3%
	H
	
	
	heavily impacted by agriculture
	WAP @25 years>10% on Deep Creek watershed only

	DEEP CREEK
	McQuarrie
	4533
	37%
	0%
	
	Lakes
	
	
	None

	HAROLD PRICE
	Lower Harold Price
	31248
	40%
	10%
	H
	
	
	
	None

	HAROLD PRICE
	Touhy
	5526
	41%
	0%
	
	
	
	
	None

	KITSEGUECLA
	Kitseguecla
	9644
	64%
	17%
	H
	Flat
	HTSIH
	Bulkley and Kispiox work together in planning
	Done by Kispiox

	NILKITKWA
	Barbeau
	8615
	9%
	0%
	
	Mtn
	
	SMZ 1
	None

	NILKITKWA
	Upper Nilkitkwa
	19065
	33%
	0%
	H
	Wetland
	
	SMZ 1/  small tribs critical for fish production
	None

	NILKITKWA
	West Nilkitkwa
	16964
	26%
	0%
	H
	Wetland
	
	headwaters SMZ1
	None


Table 1.  Watershed Assessment Recommendations (continued)

	Landscape Unit
	Watershed Group
	Total Area
	% Operable
	% <25 yrs
	Fish Value
	Hydrologic Features
	Natural Hazards
	Comments
	WAP Recommendation

	REISETER
	Canyon
	26980
	38%
	6%
	H
	
	HTSIH
	Community Watershed
	Done

	REISETER
	Causqua
	18102
	57%
	17%
	H
	
	
	collection of watersheds
	WAP on Gramaphone watershed only (69% operable & 18% < 25 yrs) 

	REISETER
	Reiseter
	27339
	31%
	1%
	H
	
	
	park

SMZ 2
	

	TELKWA
	Arnett
	5031
	35%
	2%
	
	Mtn
	
	high fishery values at mouth
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	TELKWA
	Bridge
	2049
	68%
	11%
	
	
	
	high fishery values at mouth
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	TELKWA
	Cumming
	3065
	52%
	29%
	
	
	HTSIH
	high fishery values at mouth
	WAP

	TELKWA
	Elliot
	6859
	9%
	0%
	H
	Mtn
	HTSIH
	highest value watershed in the Telkwas

heavy emphasis on site level prescriptions (maintenance of valley bottom hydrology/ wetlands)
	None

	TELKWA
	Goathorn
	18857
	41%
	13%
	H
	
	HTSIH
	Bull trout
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	TELKWA
	Howson
	22827
	27%
	1%
	H
	Mtn
	HTSIH
	
	None

	TELKWA
	Jonas
	1353
	66%
	33%
	
	
	
	high fish values at mouth
	WAP

	TELKWA
	Milk
	4765
	20%
	0%
	H
	Mtn
	HTSIH
	
	None

	TELKWA
	Pine
	13873
	55%
	5%
	
	
	HTSIH
	high fish values at mouth

stability concerns  
	WAP @ <25 years >10%

	TELKWA
	Sinclair
	6164
	32%
	6%
	
	
	HTSIH
	
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	TELKWA
	Telkwa
	16562
	51%
	15%
	H
	
	
	Valley Bottom
	Focus on tributaries

	TELKWA
	Tsai
	3991
	16%
	0%
	H
	Mtn
	HTSIH
	
	None

	TELKWA
	Upper Telkwa
	11439
	6%
	0%
	H
	Mtn
	
	
	None

	TELKWA
	Winfield
	4406
	32%
	10%
	
	
	HTSIH
	high fish values at mouth
	WAP @ <25 years >15%

	TORKELSON
	Torkelson
	14855
	69%
	24%
	
	Flat
	
	
	None

	TORKELSON
	Tsezakwa
	9736
	16%
	7%
	
	
	
	
	None

	TORKELSON
	West Babine
	22488
	58%
	9%
	H
	Flat
	
	composite of watersheds
	WAP only on required watersheds (9-mile, and 5-mile)

	TROUT CK
	Toboggan
	10852
	26%
	5%
	H
	Mtn
	
	high fishery investment with hatchery

past problems with agric., railway and forestry
	WAP

	TROUT CK
	Trout
	13861
	53%
	14%
	
	
	HTSIH
	
	None
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� Consists of several watersheds; therefore, watershed assessments need to be done on each of the individual watersheds based on the boundaries and advice provided by a hydrologist or other qualified individual.


� Percentage of total watershed area less than 25 years old.


� High


� High Terrestrial Sediment Input Hazard
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